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General Notes. 353 

bering over seventy tablets, bore the title " When the gods Anu (and) Bel," this 
being the commencement of the first tablet. At the end of every tablet in each 
series was written its number in the work, thus : " the first tablet of ' When the 
gods Anu, Bel,'" " the second tablet of 'When the gods Anu, Bel,'" &c., &c.; 
and, further, to preserve the proper position of each tablet, every one except the 
last in a series had at the end a catch phrase, consisting of the first line of the 
following tablet. There were besides catalogues of these documents written 
like them on clay tablets and other small oval tablets with titles upon them, ap- 
parently labels for the various series of works. All these arrangements show 
the care taken with respect to literary matters. There were regular libraries 
or chambers, probably on the upper floors of the palaces, appointed for the 
reception of the tablets, and custodians or librarians to take charge of them. 
These regulations were all of great antiquity, and like the tablets had a Baby- 
lonian origin. 

Judging from the fragments discovered, it appears probable that there were in 
the Eoyal Library at Nineveh over 10,000 inscribed tablets, treating of almost 
every branch of knowledge existing at the time. — From Smith's Chaldman Account 
of Geneds. 



The Seventh Day.— 

" Thus the heavens were finished, and the earth, and all the host of them. 

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made and rested 
on the seventh day from all the work which he had made. 

And God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, for in it he rested from all 
his work which God had created and made." 

Now begins the seventh day, the day of rest, or the Sabbath of the earth, when 
the globe and its inhabitants are completed. 

Since the beginning of this day no new creation has taken place. God rests 
as the Creator of the visible universe. The forces of nature are in that ad- 
mirable equilibrium which we now behold, and which is necessary to our ex- 
istence. No more mountains or continents are formed, no new species of plants 
or animals are created. Nature goes on steadily in its wonted path. All move- 
ment, all progress has passed into the realm of mankind, which is now accom- 
plishing its task. 

The seventh day is, then, the present age of our globe ; the age in which we 
live ; and which was prepared for the development of mankind. The narrative 
of Moses seems to indicate this fact ,• for at the end of each of the six working 
days of creation we find an evening. But the morning of the seventh is not fol- 
lowed by any evening. The day is still open. When the evening shall come the 
last hour of humanity will strike. 

This view of the Sabbath of creation has been objected to, on account of the 
form of the command of the Decalogue, relating to the observance of the Sab- 
bath. But those who object, confound God's Sabbath with man's Sabbath, and 
forget the words of Christ, that our Sabbath was made for man, who needs it, 
and not for God. God rests as a Creator of the material world only to become 
active, nay. Creator in the spiritual world. His Sabbath work is one of love to 
man— the redemption. His creation is that of the new man, born anew of the 
Spirit, in the heart of the natural man. So man is commanded to imitate God in 
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leaving once in seven days the work of this material world, to turn all his at- 
tention and devote his powers to the things of heaven. 
There are, therefore, three Sabbaths : 

1. God's Sabbath, after the material creation. 

2. The Sabbath of humanity, the promised millennium, after the toil and 
struggle of the six working days of history. 

3. The Sabbath of the individual, short-lived man, the day of rest of twenty- 
four hours, made for him according to his measure. 

The length of the day in each is of no account. The plan, in all, is the same, 
and contains the same idea — six days of work and struggle in the material 
world, followed by a day of peace, of rest from the daily toil, and of activity in 
the higher world of the spirit. For the Sabbath is not only a day of rest, it is 
the day of the Lord.— i^roTO OuyoVs Creation. 



X Projected Railway in Palestine.— For a year past there have been rumors 
of a negotiation on the part of bankers in Beirut, probably with the aid of 
bankers in Constantinople, as the result of which it is finally announced that 
the Sultan — in consideration of a handsome royalty, equivalent to a large land 
tax — has leased to them the Plain of Esdraelon, with the condition that he 
shall protect it from the incursions of the Bedaween; and that, as a part of 
the agreement, they receive a concession for a railway. Accordingly they pro- 
pose to turn their large acquisition to account by the construction of a rail- 
way from Acre to Damascus, which would strike directly across the Plain of 
Esdraelon. It is suggested that there might be a station for Nazareth (!), 
though it would pass twelve miles south of the town, which might be approach- 
ed still nearer by a branch road to the toot of the Galilean Hills; while the 
main line, descending the valley of Jezreel, would "pass over the Jordan," 
near an old Koman bridge, part of which is still standing and in use. Mr. 
Laurence Oliphant, an authority in all matters relating to the East, writing 
from Haifa, says: "Near this ancient Koman bridge of three arches, which is 
used to this day by the caravans of camels which bring the produce of the 
Hauran to the coast, the new railway bridge will cross the Jordan, probably 
the only one in the world which will have for its neighbor an actual bridge in use 
which was built by the Komans— thus, in this new, semi-barbarous country, 
bringing into close contact an ancient and a modern civilization." From the 
point of crossing the Jordan, the railway would keep along its bank till it 
diverged farther to the East to skirt the hills that rise on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. In its route to Damascus it would traverse the Hauran, one of the 
richest agricultural regions in the East, the produce of which, no longer borne 
on the backs of camels, could now be carried, not only more swiftly, but in 
immensely greater bulk [one freight train would transport more than a dozen 
•caravans] to the Mediterranean. 

This would be indeed a commercial revolution in the Holy Land. But that 
is not the end. Still grander projects have been suggested, such as that of a 
canal which should rival the Suez Canal, or of a longer railroad, which should 
furnish another route to India besides that through Egypt. The late war 
awakened England to the absolute necessity, in order to preserve her Indian 
Empire, of a means of communication with it which cannot be interrupted or 
destroyed. While it is proposed to construct a second Suez Canal, the question 



